188        THE STORY OF SWAMI RAMA
The letters have all of them one dominant
characteristic, they give expression in one way
or other to the message which Swami Rama felt
called upon to give the world. Each of the letters
is a clarion call to live one's life on the Vedantie
plane, casting off the coils of the little self.
Rama's own life was a perfect exemplification of
that ideal, and in each of the letters we find some
reflection of that ideal. As Emerson said, "The
men of real Power are always men of One Idea,
who send all the force of their being along one
line/' The remark is true in every sense of Swami
Rama. He was a man of one idea, not built up of
bits and fragments. His being poured along one
main powerful channel, undisturbed by any cross
currents or subcurrents. Everything he spoke,
everything he wrote, everything he did rang with
the one divine message he came to deliver tor
the world.
The letters have also, it may lastly be said, #
literary charm of their own. Their literary flavour
comes of an extensive reading and a culture as
catholic in taste as it was extensive in range. Ite^r
literary grace, it may be said, is not the result <*f
assiduous cultivation but the natural and spoil*
. taneous expression of a noble and thonghlfti
personality. Added to their literary grace
is a piQuatit directness of style which corner
f thought finding sudden vent.   Sr'lif
bf ^qpetaa&m*   pouring   forth a wea3$Ii |f
and arguinent, there   is little 1